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The Long Now Foundation, co-founded by Danny Hill, Stew-
art Brand and others in 1996, asks humanity to think ten thou-
sand years into the future to reflect on the direction(s) their
activities should take and to develop the ability to act on long-
term timeframes This is quotidian behaviour by geologists,
evolutionary biologists, physicists and astronomers but is a
difficult 1ask for citizens, politicians and businesses who tend
to focus on near futures.

Yet,at the turn of the millennium when atmospheric chemist and
Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen and ecologist Eugene Stocrmer in-
troduced the neologism “Anthropocencs™ (o describe a new geo-
logical era where human impact is the prime actor’, they succeed-
ed in generating a “turn™ well beyond geological discourse. The
wdmwmmmwmm

pistemological and ideological de-
hal::m!ln nuur:lmmlﬂmsmd hlm.mmnB,
2020, Franciszek Chwaleryk identified over 90 different “cenes™
{a term for a distinct geological epoch) vying for attention with

or coniesting the Anthropocene.?
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Field Explorations :

Design and Art-based practices towards viable agri-culture
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‘A fow decades ago wild horses roamed free in Abruzzo and agriculture was a thriving and pradominant ccou-
pation. Now big box stores, parking lots and gas staticns are quickly taking place of pastures and cultivated
land, while modern-day agricultural standards threaten the nuancas of traditional production. Nearby cities
lure the young, leaving the aging farming population without a generational change of guard. The region gained
‘amomentary spotlight on the world stage during the earthquake of LAquila in 2009 and shortly thereafter the
58 summit, undergoing important changes within a very short time”

Futurefarmers

A strange horsa rose up one summer sclstice in the
farming and mountain lands of Abruzzo. From 24 June
to 04 July it journeyed betwaen communities and vil-
lages attracting people, asking questions, harvesting
reactions and gathering stories. Amy Franceschini,
Stijn Schiffeleers and Lode Vranken of Futurefarm-
ers collaborated with Pollinaria, a member of the
worldwide network of artists residences, Res Artis, in
bringing to [ife this nomadic intervention. This horse,
and its blackboard on the inner surface of the wheel,
bacame an interface for responses and dialogues
with farmers and the locals of all generations around
three loci- | farm because?; Golden memory?; Future
projections? Along the way tangible objects (soads,
local food) were also collected,

This s Mat
a Trojan Horse.
Source: website,
Futursfarmers

What emerged? Passion, freedom and tradition keeps
many farming but the young move away. Commu-
nal wheat harvests of the past done by hand, as all
the farmars helped each other, provided litaral, gold-
en memories, and the magic of milk becoming cheese
persists. Yet, future projections revealed uncertainty
mixed with a certain village maycral fervour to experi-
ment with emergent technedogies. Perhaps the Horse's
presence affected those whose path it crossed by gift-
ing the small hope of imagining what could be, how
life can continue, but differanty... the performativa,
ephemeral nature of This is Not A Trojan Horse affect-
ed those who experienced or were touched by it. It's
agency to bring people together to dialogue, to share
time, stories and mors, is poignant. Especially sc as it
revives what it means to come together. As the spec-
tre of loneliness haunts a generation of older farmers
in Europe, is it time to explore other social configura-
tions and designations that would endow the descrip-
tor “farmer™ 7

1 This is Mot a Trojan Horse, http://fwew. futurcfarmers.com’ FOOTHOTES

thisdsnotatrajanharse/

2 For a discussion on this topic see the conversation between Amy
Franceschini of Futurefarmers and Fernando Garcia Dory of the collective

INLAND, pgla7-Lds.

235

Fuad-Luke, A. (ed.) 2022. Field Explorations: Design- and arts-based practices
towards viable agri-cultures. Berlin: Agents of Alternatives.




Post-normal Design :
Emergent practices towards plural worlds

Porto Design
Biennale 2021

Post-normal
Hﬂ.de51gn
Emergent
approaches
towards plural
2 worlds

Edited by
Alastair Fuad-Luke

I Lbe eltmmn Dirmrmon fhomgh plermerasd design

. our projects are
also multidisciplinary
in which
we collaborate,
for instance, with
specialists from
social service sectors.

. we need
to push them
out of their comfort
zone, ie.,
from empathy
to immersion.”
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the notions of “detign for/with/by people.™ This is clearly the
extension of 1n empathetic practice. However, we do reflect that

it might NOT be enough when we are engaging
young poople to empa pensablew.  thise with older
people on ageing top- 4 by extepsion v, ics. Referring
back 1o Moore's ex- periment, she

is not just empas mind, and compare,t thizing with
older prople but she 1 the carbon footpring  actually trans

I in nd care for carthon ™ &
'red b0 know and

£ .c-rEq!!:\. = Mot endriggh 13
e are willing to become the others and develop
n processes and inspire mew kdeas for all

Apart from working with citizens, our projocts ane alse multidis-
ciplimary in which we collaborate, for instance, with specialist
from social service sectors. To facilitare this transdisciphinary
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